
SEN~t"£E SOURNAL. 
PAH'l' II. 

WED~DAY, Deceml,cr 21, 1S!i3. 

The Senate met pul'suant to adjournment-roll cn.lled-quo
rum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Kyle, Mr. Lytle was excused from atten

dance on the Sennte during his illness. 
Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of the heirs of B. :M:. 

Clopton for land; reforred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Weatherford introduced a bill to incorporate the Lancas
ter Female Institute; read first time. 

A mesaage was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had appointed Messrs. Fields, Com: and Rogers a 
committee to wait upon lhe Governor and Lienlenam-Governor 
elect, and inform them of their election and the day of their in-
stallation. 

On motion of Mr. :Mr. Bryan, a committee of three was ap
pointed to act with said committee on the part of the Sennte. 

_Messrs. Bryan, Lott aud Jowers were appointed said com
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the Senate took a recess mitil ten 
l!linutes before 1 t o'clock. 

Recess expired-the President called the Senate w order. 
~r. Bryan reported to the Senate that the commitce appointed 

to inform the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor of their elec
tion and the day of their installation had performed that dnty. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the Sl'lnate proceeded to the House 
of Representatives. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

Prayer by Rev. IVl"r. Cro.io--ro\\ called-c1norum nresent. 
The oath of office was then administered by the Speaker of, 

the House of Representatives to E. M. Pease, Governor elect, 
lnd to D. O. Dickson, Lieutenant-Go~·ernor elect. 
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Governor J. W. Henderson th~11 nro:,c fllld dl:llin:rcd tJie fol
lowing valedictory addrcs:: : 

Gc1itlemmi of {h.c Scw1tf. 
,rncl B.Ou& .. 1 r:f' 121.1·1resc,,jt~itt•L.:• / 

'l'he time Jws arrived ,,;[1c;~ tny offici«I con11L·Xion with you 
is "bout to terminate, auJ th;;, duties which have devolved upon 
me, are to be as~umed by tiicc:,J w!:o !iav,i l-l!ell chose11 by the 
people of this State to di:;cb:!';·e t!rnm for Llw next two years. 

The present is au inkr,·,,ti11~r, O('ca~:io11; it «!fords us a pn1ctical 
illuslration of one of llic d,id bt;tl,;i"s rif our fn,e and republi
can institutions. Ythui w.:: c.0:ilr::i~:1 t!1e c;nt•r,dinns of our rcpre
sentati\·e govern1ni.-,nt with :Iiose ol the o:J \Yorltl, we can but 
admire the wi~dom and bca,1!y of tli,,r fc,,t11re iu our go\0er11-
me11t and people, which pumit.~ tl;e citi·,:!,U wlw nwy have been 
called, foi- 11 time, to dit"e:h:tr:.,-c :Le l!nrie~ 01· n pnb!ic stution, ngain 
to return to private life, loi.:i~!~ !J(l(IJi11g liy l!JI; cku1ge ill tlie es• 
timation of bis countrymen, ii l:te h,i,; di~o::!i,:r~~d his duty faith· 
fully and honestly to !J:s con~titt:.::ncy. 

The occasion for which we li.:lv•~ l1erc as:,embled is to me in• 
teresting, for it affords tlll:l ihe opporrnuitr to £ive expression tCl 
theopiuiou which I elllerwin, ill C(llilll10!1 with the people of 
this State, that in snrrendGr:n~· tile rcsp11n;;ib;e inids lo my suc
cessor, both us execntive of li,e State a1jd presidinr;· officer of 1hc 
Senate, to which office I was elev,1ted by tho .suffrn~~e of my fol· 
low-citizens, tile dnlies of wliich I !1:a·c ciisch<1rn('d nntil with
in n few weeks past, tl1ey are con1mi:tt:>d i:Jt" the l~auds and keep· 
it1g of worthy and cupable men ; men i11 wbosc !1ctnds the honor 
and interest of the Stale rnny bl'l safely plncecl, with n guarantee 
implitid, by the colifidcnee of Lheir cuu1ilrj'me11 wfiich has ele
vated them to the ft'-.s:wcti,·e ofrices, tlrn tlntiPG of which they are 
here about to assurne, will b.:: di~c!Jar!rcci to t!1C satisfaction of 
their constitnents. nlld ,riti1 cn:di: to tl,,~,u~:cln,s. 

Gentlemen of tbe Leo·islatn rw: 'l'lie short ti:11e th iii I have 
been in the disclwrgc of tbe duties of the e::ecntive nf the State, 
aud the circ11msta11ces tlinl pi,,rt,d rne in tliat position, ,!nd at n 
time, too, so near the npproacl1 of die incoaiiJJg adrni11istratio11, 
taken in coutH!Ction wit Ii the foct, t!rnt Ill}' immediate predecessor 
had, at the comnlf!\lcemenl c;f vour prc:~,:1:t :::essic11, !uid before 
yon, nnd discu$~cd, in a c!r:nr ·u11J cnm;,rdie11$iVl:l manner, 1bc 
pri11ciprd topicf; of iulci·est to the ]'LTplc (;f lhe State, have pie· 
vented me lrom layiu:,, hufo1·e yotii for your considcralitJn, such 
views as I entertain of the trne policr and interest of our 8ti1te. 
Yet, gentlemen, I c~n bnt congrntnlatc yon upon the evidence 



3 

everywhere presented, of the prosperous condilion of our people, 
and the evident interest that Texas is awakening in the minds o( 
our sister States, of the importnnce of her present position. 
Then, gentlemen of the Legislatnre, let me, in the language of 
a dis1ingui.;hed 'l'exin11, who has long since retired to private 
life, urge yon to "tln!y npprecinte the privilege of our peculiar 
position; lose 1101 the opportunity wbic-h God has given yon of 
doing good, bnt net for your conntry, and that only with an eye 
single to her glory and greatne~s; do whatever wisdom and ex
perience shull snggest (or the :;.prend of knowledge, virtue and 
useful arts, and for the dcvelopmt>11t of the vnst resources which 
nre slumbering on om monntnius, aud lying dormant in the ger
minating power of our soil. In a word, sacrifice all nnrr()w
minde<l selfishness npon the hai lowed altar of patriotism, and by 
nn energetic c1nd enlightened discharge of the trnsts confided to 
you, elevate our young Since into that proud mnk which her 
unrivalled and unbounded weal1h entitle her to take among her 
sistr.r States in the great confederacy." 

Gentle:nen, trusting that the result of your deliberations may 
meet the expectations of your cor,stitnents, and promote the great 
interests of the State, I leave you with n deep sense of the grati
tude that I am nndtll' 10 my n~rnciates of the Senate, whose gen
erous aid !ins at all times sustained me in the discharge of my du
!ies in tltat uody. Gct1tlen11;u, l lea1·0 yon with the kindest feel
!ngs for each one of you, and 110 n:atter wl1t1t my position may be 
in after life, I shall look back with pride and pleasure to the time 
When my nssocintion witll yon was of such an agreeable char
acter, and that I was thi:: recipient ,if so mnch kindness and cour-
tesy at your hall<ls. · 

At the conclusion of Gov. H(•.ndrrson's remarks, the Speaker 
rose and introdnced to the two Houses tile Hon. E. l\f. Pease, who 
delivered the following innugnrnl midress : ' 

Ill nppearing- before you to assnme the dnties of the office to 
Which I have heetl cniled by the pnrtiality of my fellow•citizens, 
l feet sen~ihl v the mn£;uitud() and importance of the trust that has 
been confided to my ch.irg-e, and a sillcere diffidettce of my ability 
to acquit m1self of it in a manuc r thut will meet their just ex
pectations. 

In dischnr~ing the varied fun ctions of the government over 
Which I hnve- bei:n selccte.d to preside, I shrill rely with confi 
de_nce on the cordial snpport and co-operation oi the legis\~ture, 
WUhout which my efforts con be productive llf but lilt le benefit. 

Our past history is of pec11li .i r iutercst; ours is the only Stale 
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that has come into the Union by voluntary annexation ; our in
troduction led the way to an extension of its limits over Ne1v 
Mexico, Ut11h nnd California, embrucing n te.rritory nearly equal 
to lhe eutirc area of the Onion 11t its formntion. Althoug-11 some 
{enrs were for a rime entertained of the effecl that such~ a large 
and sudden acg_uisi1io11 might have npon the peace nnd perpellli
ty of the Union, yet experience has demonstrnred the fnct 1!1at 110 

dauger is lo be apprehended from its expansion so long as the 
exercise of its powers is confined to those objects contemplated 
by the constirntion. 

Our present attitude before tbe worlcl is not less interesting; 
with a territory co11taini11g more square milts tllan many of the 
governments of Europe; possessiug by na111re. nearly every ele
ment necessary to coustitute a great nud powerful S111te, with a 
large public domain unequalled for diversity find fort!li1y of soil, 
and a climate adapted to the production of nll the necessaries 
aud most of the luxuries of life, with n vast miuernl wealth and 
great capabilities for manufacturing purposes, we have it in our 
power by a proper use of all these advnntriges, and n judicions 
Rpplication of our means, to lay the fo11nd111ion for those public 
improvements and institJJtions which will hereafter rank Texus 
as the first State in the Amcricun Uuion. 

·while we have so many causes for congratulntion in the con
templation of our past and present ~itnatinn, it becomes ns ns a 
people to remember with reverence lhut B1,i11g who has hitherto 
watched over and assisted our progress through sceues of diffi
culty and trial to our present state of prosperity, nlld hu1ubly 
solicit that he will continue to us his beuificent cnre uud pro1ec- · 
tion. 

The example of my predecessors will not justify me in detain
ing you on this occasion to give you my views upon 1ho8e meR• 
snres of public policy which I think should rt>ceivc your alten· 
tion during the present session. I shall avail myself of an early 
opportunity to do this, satisfied that your patriotism and en light· 
eued judgment will give to them that consideration und retlec· 
tion which their importnnce demauds. E. M. PEASE. 

At the conclnsion of Gov. Pe~se's remarks, the Speaker intro
duced the Hon. David C. Dickson, who delivered the following 
inaugural address : 
Uentlemen of tlbC S enate: 

of tke House of R e.pre-sentative8, 
a1irz F cllow-Oitizen8: 

rrhe office to which I have been elected by the people of 'l'ex· 
as, is one under ordinnry circumstances, ministerial in its charac· 



ter, nud the duties nf which being restricted to the presidency of 
the Senate, arc prescrihd by the rules adopted for the govern
ment of that bcidy. Under tl1ese circ11mstnnces, it will nol be 
exper,tcd of me thnt I ~lwul<l attempt nn exposition of Stat~ pol
icy, or en!al'ge np(•tl th0se views which should, in my opiuion, 
be. adopted by the !egisla1nre in furthering the great interests 
commined lo its cliarg-e, This duty has, by the constitution of 
the conn try, bcnn assigned to and performed hy another, nnd 
there 1 am content to let it rest, I cannot, however, snffer the 
present occnsiou to pass rne, but 011 the contrary gladly avail 
myself of tlie opportunity now afforded me to r,itllm to the peo
ple of Tt>xas, throng-Ii their Senntors and Representatives here 
nssembled, my profound aclrnowledg11.ents for the dis1ingnished 
honor they hr, ve conferred npon me, nnd to give nssnrance of an 
an xions desire1 nnd determination upon my part to discharge the 
duties now devolvin~ upon me in such a manner ns to exped11e 
the bn~iness of the Se11a1e,nnd at the same dme ndvnnce ns far as 
I may he able, the best iuterest of the whole people of Texas. 

D. C. DICKSON. 

The Senate returoed to their chamber, onrl the Hnn. M. D. K. 
'.J'aylor tonk le,tvc of the Senate as the presiding officer thereof 
m tl1e following words: 

Brother Soncdots: It muy be suppose.cl by some .that I should 
Upon the preseut occasion pronounce a valedictory, 11s it hns been 
usnal in such cases; hnt my prntr.:1cted indisposition, known to 
you alt, mnst npologise npo11 the present occ11sion for mv not at
lemrtincr that 1Vhich under different circumstances would prove 
to me a~<;onrce of great pleasure. Permit me, however, in sur. 
rendering my rights ns your presiding officer into the hands of 
one who has been called by the votes of our enlighlf•ncd and 
common constiu1e11c.y to (He~ide nver ns, to hope thnt onr nction 
ns n body, for the remainder of t t,\· ~es1<iou, may be marked by 
that unusual good order and decnrnm which hns so justly chur· 
acterized our action up,to the present time. Hon. D. C. Dickson, 
l rtisign to you the office of President of the Senate. 

1'he lion. D. C. Dickson, upon takin,g- the chair ns President 
of the Senate, spoke ns follows: -

Gentlemen qf tlie s ~nate : 
In entering npon the discharge of the du lies confided to me by 

lhe people of Texas, I feel it to be incumbent upon mens 8 dnty f tnyself to nsk Ill advance of Senotors their kind indulgence 
or the many errors whicll I feel I shull unintentionally commit 



dLtring the progress of business here. Ir lrns never 1,een my for
tune, gentlemen, to have occnpied a sent within the Senntorinl 
branch of our !Pgislature, ancl· while I do llot by nn r 1w~a11s pre
tend to bn unfamiliar with the gcuerat rule;; aud us,1ges of legis
lative bodies, I am never1htdes~, in con&eqnl:'11ce of the fact just 
mentioned, not so co11vcrsar1t with the special mies ,,f chis Holise, 
and the established orders nn<l precedents 11ntl(,r t!io~,e rules, as 
under other circll mstimces I might have hoped to he .. I rnnsr, 
therefore, thro\'T myself upon the indulgence of the Senate, and 
hope that its members wil~ not foi! to extend to me upo11 nil oc
casions, the benefit of their mnturc experience. Aud now, Seu
ators, may I ask, that that l_wrmony whic!i has so happily char
acterized yonr labors from tl1e commencement of tht! session to 
the present time, inay conrinue to its close, and nlso express the 
hope tilat the people of Texas, satisfied with the mnnuer in 
which you have discharged your dnties here as the represt'n1n
tives of their interest, may for loug years to come, rerer to the 
assembling of their present State Legis!atnre ns an epoch in 
their history, and date frorri yonr ennctrn~nts here their r-urid ad
vancement in all those elements which go to mnlie up and con
stitute the greatness of civilized communities. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I cnn ouly pledge myself, (nnd I do 
so too, I nssnre you, mo~t cheerfully,) to discharge i111partially 
and to the best of my nbilit}', the responsible, and at times, no 
doubt, perplexing duties entrusted to the President of lhe Senate. 

Mr. Sublett offered the fo!!owing resolution, which was um:-.nl· 
monsly adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate nl'e here.by 1endered 
to the Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, for the able 11nd impartiill manner 
in which he has presided over that body si11ce he w11s elected to 
discharge that duty. 

On motion of Mr. Bart, the Senate adjonrued until to morrow 
morning at 10 o'clock. 

THUR.SD.H, December 22, 1S53. 
The Senate met pmsnant to ":uljonmment-prayer by the 

Rev. Mr. Craigo-roll cal!ed-q11or11m present. 
The Journal of yesterday was rend and adopted. 
Mr. Kyle presented r.be memorial of the colonists of Fisher & 

Miller's colony; referred to the committee on Private Laud 
Claims. 

Mr. Weatherford presented the petition of Willinm D. Dillon, 
prRyir.g for relief i referred to the committee on the Judicia1·y. 


